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E cant but repeat, what we 
REY preſs'd upon you laſt Night, the M1 
77 I Publiſhing of your Sermon 
VPireachd at the Funeral of 
or late Brother Mr. Thorne; and we 
hope, when you conſider theſe two or three 
— (tho ſeveral more might be men- 
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The firſt is, We live in fac 4 prophane wn 
and rrreligious fee, as to be accounted an 
uſeleſs Order of Men. The Perſon whoſe 
Character you ſo fairly dram d to the Life, 
will rake of that Objection. | 
11 The 


„ 


I The ſecond is, You will not only ſet forth 
| an excellent Pattern for bis Fellow-L abour. 
ers to Copy after, but laſting Inflru@ions 1 | 
that Flock be has left behind bim: And le 
will (as you obſervd) tho dead, ſpeak to 


them. 


When theſe Motives are conſiderd 

by a Perſon ſo well diſposd as your ſelf, 

we hope no more need be ſaid by you 
Affectionate Brothers, DD 


John Dunſtal. 'E 
John Gray, 
John Mathewes. 
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 ECCLES. ix. 10. 


to W hatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
| thy might, for there is no Work, nor Device, nor 
Knowledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave whither 
thou goeſt. e 


N this Chapter, the Wiſe Preacher begins a 
Diſcourſe of the Providence of God; and 
ſhews, that we cannot, from any Effects of it 
at preſent, diſtinguiſh between his Love and 
| Hatred to the Children of Men. All Things, 
he tells us, come alike to all; There is one Event to the 
Righteous and to the Wicked, to the Good, and to theClean, 
and to the Unclean, to him that ſacrificeth, and to him that 
ſacrificeth, not; as is the Good, ſo is the Sinner; and 
he that ſweareth, as he that feareth an Oath. . 
This is the Preſent State of Things, and we muſt not 
expect any other in this Life, but to ſee the Wicked ſhare 
with the Righteous in the Common Bleſſings of God, nay, 
and oftentimes get the Jarger ſhare of them too. And ſeeing 
this is the Method and Order of Providence here, to beſtow 
the Good Things of this Life upon Men promiſcuouſly, the 
_ Wiſe Man adviſeth us to uſe the greater Diligence in doing 
thoſe Duties which a Future Stare requires of us, where 
there will be a very viſible Diſtin&ion and Difference made 
between the Good and Bad. Inſtead of taking occaſion, from 
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unning into greater and bolder Crimes, as Bad Men 
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this Obſervation of God's Providence, of charging God fool. 1 
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(0 
uſually do, becauſe they will not look forward to a D250 
Recon pence; he bids us wiſely conſider: u hat Work we have 
to do for our Souls, before our Bodies enter the Grave; and 
make haſte to diſpatch it before Death renders us uncapable 
of this and every other Work: M hatſoer er thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy ni bt ; for there is no || ork, nor De- 
vice, nor Knowledge nor Wiſdom. in the (rave whither thou 
goeſt. As much as to ſay Death, which will ſhortly over- 
take thee, is an unactive State; it will confine thy Body to 
the Grave, where there is no working; therefore while thou 
art a living Man, apply thy ſelf in good earneſt to ſecure the | 
Intereſt of thy Future Life, which will turn to thy wiſeſt 
S We muſt not fuppoſe, that becauſe Solomon ſpeaks here 
in the Singular Number, he only addreſſes himſelf to a ſingle 
Perſon ; for he does it on purpoſe that every One may take 
the Advice to himſelf in particular, which be knew con- 
cerned all Men in general: Whatfoever thy baud findeth to do, 
do it with thy might. Tas not only for the benefit of Men | 
that lived in the ſame Age that he did, of Men that arc 
dead and gone to their Graves many hundred Years ago, 
that he gave this Advice; but he ſpeaks to all that liv d 
then, and to every Age and Generation of Men that have 
lived fince, and to every one of us that are mow alive and 
hear his Words; and he preſſes his Advice with the ſame 
Vehemency as when they were firſt ſpoken, I Hhatſoever thy 
ban ndeth to do, do it mith thy might. In my following 


I. Conſider what Work it is we are here advis dito do. 


0 I. The Nereſſity of ſetting abaut | it betimes, and doing 
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I. The Work ant Buſineſs of every Man's particular 


thoſe Actions that are woſt ſtrictly religious, & Man that 
purſues his Lawful Calling diligently and faithfully, and 


that State and Condition of Liſe to which he has been 


1 


83 
1. I call confider what Work it is we are here adyis d 


. ? . 


Lawful Calling, may here in ſome ſenſe be intended, For 
while we purſue our Callings with Piety, Juſtice, and Cha- 
rity, We are doing the Work of God, who, in his Providenee, 
hath: placed us in the Worid, and allotted to every one of us 
his Buſineſs and Task ; and while we follow gur Buſineſt 
with Sobriety and Vigilance, and in ſubordination to Reli: 
gion and the Service of God, with Patience, without Murr 
murring becauſe God hath laid ſuch a Task upon us, and with 
Thankfulneſs to him for the Succeſſes Which we meet wh 5 
every ſuch Work ſhall receive a proportionable Beward with 


in the fear of God, that doth neither neglect Juſtice or 


Charity to his Neighbour, nor any Duty of Religion he 
owes to God, doth certainly anſwer the End and Oeſign of 
God's Providence, and ma as lawfully as another, that 


ſpends all or maſt of his Time in. Acts of Devotion, expect 


his Share in that joyful Sentence, Well done, good and faiih- 


faul Servunt. S0 long as he is thus employ d, he gbedtently 
fulfils the Law of God;z which ſays, that in the meat of cur. 
face meiſliould-16.2t gur re aA, Gen, di- 29 ; n Gotlrex perks 
that this Law ſhould be complied with, as well as any other 
that does more immediately reſpe& his wn Serviec. He 
will ask of every One, whole Runes he has made it to gat 
their Bread by Labour, à faithful Account how: thay: have 
obey?d this Conunand ; and of Very other Man, whinerer, 1s 
Station be in the World, whether he has dane his Duty in 


called. God has given to every One of ns an aftive Seoul, 
and he expects wwe ſhauld keep at æmploy d in uα Wpnks 
Sr , i | as 
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as are ſuitable to our Reaſon z he has formed Men into So- 


| - cieties, into States, and Kingdoms, and has made it our Du- 


y to contribute to the Publick Good, by our Diligence in 
ome lawful Calling; he has given us Relations, that by our 


Labour and Induſtry, we might be ſerviceable to them; 


and he ſends us into the World with many Natural Wants 
and Neceſſities of our own, that he might oblige us to pro- 
vide for them by our own Labour, and the Sweat of our 
Brows. Here is no room for Idleneſs; our own Wants, or 
our Relations, or the Publick Intereſt, command us to be 
employ'd ; or if none of theſe did call upon us, yet that Ra- 
tional Soul, which God has ſo exactly fitted for Buſineſs, 
and whoſe Faculties will not be confined, but are reſtleſly 


purſuing either Good or Evil, makes it neceſſary that we 


ſhould buſy our ſelves as Creatures endued with ſuch a Na- 
ture. But, 1 $i . 


2. Tho' the Buſineſs of our private Callings may in ſome 


ſenſe be intended here by Solomon, yet the Work which he 
_ chiefly aims at, and which principally concerns us to finiſh 

while we are here, is the Work of our own Salvation, our 
doing thoſe Works of Religion in this World, which God 
requires of us, in order to our Happineſs in the next. We 
are here in a State of Trial and Probation. God, ow 
1 ny our Souls, and uniting them to theſe Earthly Bodies, 
& and ſending them into the World, did only intend to train 
and exerciſe them to Obedience, that he might either re- 
ward us with greater Happineſs, or greater Miſery, as we 
behave our ſelves well or ill in our Time of Trial. The 
World is God's School, where he does inſtru& us out of 


two Books, the Book of Providence, and the Book of his | 
Written Word; the Leſſon we are to learn, is, Religion, or | 


the Fear of God; which if we improve in, then he re- 
moves us to a higher Claſs, rewards our Diligence as a good 
and kind Maſter: But if he ſees we ſpend our Time Wy 
| | an 


and unprofitably, and make no Progreſs in the Task he has 


the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of them. And 


14 
| And are we not bid to work out our Salvation with Fear 9 


uſually go along with them. We all know that Riches or / 


and Languiſhing Bed; that 'tis in vain to think of carrying 


18 9 


ſet us, then he has ordain'd Puniſhments for us. This is 
but a ſort of Nurſery into which we are ſent during our Mi- 
nority ; there is a higher State deſign'd for our Riper Age, 
and wiſer Improvements And ' tis for this Reaſon that God 
hath taken ſo much Care to call us off from our vain Purſuit 
of the World, to mind thoſe things which are of greater Im- 
portance to us. He bids us ſeek His Kingdom and Righte- 

ouſneſs in the firſt place, which is far better for us then all 


our Saviour tells Martha, that one thing was needful to be 
chiefly regarded by her, namely, the Salvation of her Soul, 
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and Trembling? to give all Diligence to make our Calling 
and Election ſure 2 We cannot doubt then but this is our 
chief Work we have to do, if we will allow God to be the 
beſt Judge of our Happineſs, and deſirous to promote it. 
He knows what that State is which we ſhall enter into after f 
Death, what Happineſs he has provided for them that love ot 
and obey him ; and conſequently, knows of what Imporr 
tance it is that we ſhould do our Work with our whole 1 
Might; not the Work which we are commonly employ'd ap 
about, the heaping up Riches, the climbing up to the high- WY 
eſt Places and Preferments, the ſacrificing our Peace and 1 
Content, nay, it may be, a Souls and Conſciences, to a 

little preſent Profit, or pawning them for a little preſent 
Pleaſure, which we had much better be without. God 
knows, there is a Work which concerns us infinitely more, 
tho' we could obtain all that Pleaſure and Advantage which 
we propoſe to our ſelves, without the Sin and Guilt which 
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our Treaſures with us to another World; or if we could; 
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Work to make a Soul happy 
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that they can be of no uſe at all to us there. All the Wealth 


of the Rich Man could not buy ſo much as a Drop of Wa- 


ter to cool his Tongue. It will yield but little Satisfaction 
to a Man's Mind, when he is combating with the Pangs of 
Death, to think what Wealth he has heapd together, or 
what Poſts of Honour he has filld, what Employments he 
has gone thro', and how ſucceſsful he has been in carrying 


on biz Worldly Projects and Deſigns. He ſees, by fad Ex- 


perience, that all theſe things are come to an End, and can 


tenify nothing to him now that the poor Beggar is as 


rich, and as honourable, and as well provided for in the Duſt, 
as himſelf; that theſe are vain Diſtinctions which Men 


have learnt to put an immoderate Value upon, and can ne- 


ver anſwer, in their real Worth, to what they appear to 


their fond Admirers. *Tis our finiſhing the Work which 
God has given us to do for our own Souls, that can afford | 
us the trueſt Peace at the laſt: If that be done, we ſhall | 
but little regard all the reſt. If our Souls are ſafe, if God is 
at Peace with us, if we can ſay with St. Paul, I have fought | 
the good Fight, I have fiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the | 
Faith : Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righte- | 
onſneſs, which God the Righteous Judge ſhall give unto ne; 


we ſhall but little value any thing beſides. Lis this, my 


Brethren, 'tis this is the Work you have to do, which de- 
ferves your whole Might. *Tis a great, tis a necellary | 
that muſt live for ever, to ob- 
= a Part in that King dom, which = ns has | 
been prepurd from the Beginning of the World. And now } 
18 W ie it a bens 5 enter the dark Retire- 
ment of the Grave, where is no Wiſdom, Device or Know- 


| &. muſt begin this Work with the Knowledge ol 
God our Creator. We muſt remember him in the Days 
of dur Health and Strength, remember that we are he 


Crea- | 


CP) 
Creatures, the Work of his Hands, that he made us, and 
not we ourſelves; and that in him we live, and move, and 
have our Being : And this will engage us to be early in 
loving and fearing him with all our Heart, .Soul and 
Strength. We muſt likewiſe know what his Son and our 
Saviour has done for us; how that being God, for our 
ſakes he became Man, and humbled himſelf fo far as to die 
upon the Croſs, for us who were dead in our Treſpaſſes 
and Sins. And we are to believe aſſuredly, that there is no 
Salvation by any other, no other Name under Heaven by 
which we muſt be ſaved, but only the Name of FJeſis. 
We are likewiſe to believe, that this is he whom God has 
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ordained to be the Judge of Quick and Dead; that the i 1 
Hour 1s coming in the which all that are in the Graves 
ſball hear his Voice, and ſhall come forth; they that haut 


done Good, to the Reſurrection 9. Life; and they that 
have done Evil, to the Reſurrection of Damnation. We #4 
muſt acquaint ourſelves with this Saviour; know what ne f | 
is in himſelf, the Son of the Moſt High God; and what ge 
is to us, a moſt Kind, Compaſſionate and Merciful Jeſus, 43 80 
who, by his precious Blood, has redeem'd us. Without 9 5 
this Knowledge we are altogether ignorant of the Means of 
our Eternal Happineſs : For this is Life Eternal, to know [: 
the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath ſent, 
Let us therefore endeavour to know God and his Will, 
let us ſearch for them in the Holy Scriptures, where he 
hath revealed both to us. Let us ſtudy to know Chriſt 
Crucified, and the Power of his Reſurrection ; that belie- 
ng in him, we may obtain Eternal Life, through his 
| Name, 
lf But Knowledge, if it be not reduc'd to Practice, is no 
Jays WY better than the Body without the Spirit; tis a naked Ske- 
his WM leton, a dead Carcaſe that wants a Vital Principle to give 
rea- MW * Heat and Motion. "m"_ me thy Faith by thy 1 
5 2 falt 


(5) 


faith the Apoſtle St. James. And, If ye know theſe Things, 


faith our Saviour, happy are ye if ye do them. Religion 


muſt not reſt in our Heads, it requires our Hearts and 
Hands, our Tongues and Lives. EO THY 

_ Hither may be referr'd our Praying to Gob in Publick 
and Private, our Reading and Hearing his Word, and 


Receiving his Sacraments in their Seaſons, our giving Alms | 


according to our Ability, our living Soberly, Righteouſly 
and Godly in this preſent World, our diſcharging all ſuch 
Acts of Piety, Juſtice, Humanity and Charity, as our Cir- 
cumſtances give us an Opportunity tor; and above all, the 


frequent Examination of our own Conſciences, the calling 


ourſelves to a Daily Account for the Sins which we commit, 


and the Duties which we omit, or ill perform. For by ſucha 


Daily Repentance, we ſhall not only aſſiſt our Memories, 
which muſt of neceſſity forget a multitude of Sins, if we neg- 
lect this frequent Examination of ourſelves, but ſhall ſooner 
obtain Mercy from God, by confeſſing our Sins as ſoon as 
we have committed them: even as a new Wound 1s ſooneſt 


cured, by uſing proper Remedies in Time; but being ne- 


glected, becomes incurable. I would therefore adviſe every 
one to perform this Duty at one Time of the Day or other; 
the Evening ſeems to be the moſt proper Seaſon for it, 
when the Buſineſs and Sins of the Day are tiniſh'd ; aud 
I don't queſtion, but if we perform this Duty well, we 
hall find it one of the beſt Inſtruments of a Holy Life; 
one of the beſt Means to finiſh ſucceſsfully the Work which 


Solomon recommends to every one of us in the Text. | 


ſhall therefore next conſider, 


II. The Neceſſity of ſetting about this Work betimes, 
and doing it with our whole Might, By which is meaar, 


1. That 


(9) 
1, That we ſhould do it heartily and ſincerely; with 
ſuch a ſtrong Application of Mind, and Bent of Soul, as 
ſhews that we are in earneſt. Every wife Man will regard 
Things according to their true Value, and as they are 
more or leſs of Importance to him. Where there is a 
mighty Advantage propos'd, or a proportionable Danger 


threatned, he will be ſure to double his Care and Induſtry, 


And can any thing better be ofter'd to us, than God Him- 
ſelf, and thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure which flow eternally at 
his Right Hand? Is there any thing more precious that 
we can loſe, than our own Souls? And ſeeing the ſaving 
or loſing of them, does, in a great meaſure, depend up- 
on our own Care, as we ſhall either follow or omit the 
Advice of the Text; ſhall we not put forth our beſt Endea- 
vours here, eſpecially when the Time of Action and Bu— 
fineſs is like to be ſo very ſhort? Shall we fit ſtill and 


unconcern'd, as if our Salvation was in no Danger, or we 
could ſuffer nothing by the Loſs of it. Let us remember, 


that whatever we do in Religion, ſhould be done heartily 
and fincerely, with Diligence and Application : For the 
Kingdom of Heaven, our Saviour tells us, ſufters Violence, 


and will not be taken by the cold aud faint Endeavours 
of Men. He that goes to his Prayers without any Religi- 
ous Affection or Devotion, may think that he ſerves God, 


while he is only beating the Air, and ſhall never reach 
Heaven by his lifeleſs Petitions. He that comes to Church 


and fits all the time as a careleſs Spectator or Looker on, 


may think he is performing an Act of Religion, while he 


only offers the Sacrifice of Fools. The Work of Religion: 


requires the beſt Activity of our Souls; but to perform it 


in a drowzy, careleſs Way, is only to mock God, and deceive 


ourſelves. © 


2, By doing it with our whole Might, is meant, that we 
do it without Slackneſs or Procraſtination, Delays are: 


always 
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always Dangerous in Things of great Conſequence. Who 
would refuſe Happineſs till to Morrow, that may have it 
to Day? Is not to Morrow uncertain? and will not that 
render my Salvation uncertain alſo? I ſhall therefore now 
ſhew the Neceſſity of complying with the Viſe Man's Ad- 
vice, and doing this Work with our whole Might. 
KJ Becauſe God, who hath commanded the doing of 
it, bids us do it ſpeedily and diligently, in our beft Time, 
and with our beſt Strength. We ought not to make 
this a Work by Chance, or do it with ſuch an Indifferency 
as if we ſhould never give any Account of it, but regard 


it as the one Thing needful; which it concerns every one 


to look well to, as long as he is in the World, as he would 
be happy, and not miſerable, in another. Wherefore has 


Gad taken ſo much Care to inform us of a State of Lif: 


and Immortality, but becauſe we ſhould purſue it with 
our beſt Endeavours? And will we make that a Buſi- 
neſs by Chance, which God gave us our whole Lives 
for? Is it ſafe to defer it till a little before we go out of 
the World, which was the only End of our coming into 
it? Shall we dare to plead hereafter, That we had ſome 
Buſineſs more neceſſary than this? That we had no Leiſure 
to attend on the Duties of Religion in our Health? Is not 
God a better Judge of what is fit for us to do, or to omit, than 
we are? And does not he bid us ſeek after his Kingdom in 
the firſt place > And ſhall we make that our laft Work, 
which he tells, ought to be our firſt ? Is not this to ſay, 
we are wiſer than God, and better underſtand the Reaſon 
of our coming in the World, than he that made us? 

(2.) Not only hath God commanded this Work, . but 
he ſaw, at the ſame time, how ſuitable it is to us. He ſaw, 
that nothing could make our Immortal Souls ſo happy, 
as an Immortal State, furniſh'd out with Entertainments 
of the moſt Perfect Kind; and therefore bids us — 2 

3 N 


rr Qs» » 


wo. 


_ oblige us to make haſte in this Work: For is not the Sal- 1 


Noſtrils? Are not our Souls dwelling in earthly Taberna- 
cles which will ſoon decay? Then why do we paule and 


berly, righteoufly, and ondh | in this * 5 hd 10 1 
Walt for the Hef Hope of another. If we propoſe to our- We 
ſelves any other End as more ſuitable, we ſhall find ourſelves WW # 
miſerably deceiv d: For God, who made us, and knows our 
Frame much better than we do, beſt knows what will WW J 5 
make an Immortal Soul happy; and he having preſcrib'd AIM" 
to us Heaven as our End, and Religion as our Work, we 8 i 
ought to depend upon his wiſe and unerring Choice. IG 
And is it ſafe to defer that till hereafter, which, unleſs we 
will be miſerable for ever, muſt be once done? If God 
tells us, there is but one Way to Eternal Life; ſhall we fly e 
from it, as if it led to Eternal Death, and never enquire 
after it, till we are grown ſo feeble, by Age or Sicknels, N 1 
that we are unfit for this or any other Labour? =_ 1 


(3.) The Shortneſs and Uncertainty of our Lives, ſhould bs 
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vation of our Souls a great Work to be performed in ſo 
ſhort a Time? Should not Eternal Happineſs or Miſery ©! 
oblige us to make haſte? For can we tell how far off, or 
how near, we are to our Journey's End. Does not that 
Hour approach which will convey our Souls to the Joys or a 
Sufferings of a vaſt Eternity? Is not our Breath in our 
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deliberate? Is it doubtful which Side we ſhould chuſe, 
whether Happineſs or Miſery, tor ever? And 1s net that 
Choice now to be made, zom, while it is called to Day, 
1 efore the Night of Death cometh ? Let us therefore do 
e Work of him that ſent us, while it is Day, before Dark- 
150 overtakes us ; leſt when we look for Light we find 
ourſelves in the Shadow of Death, and encompals'd with 

grols Darkneſs. 
4. Conſider, that whatever Errors or Miſtakes we com- 
mit in this Work, they can none of them be rectify'd 5 
| | alter. 


9 
1 


after. Solomon tells you, There will be no Work, nor Device, 
nor Wiſdom, nor Knowledge in the Grave whither you muſt go, 


nal Death? 5 
J. Conſider, how you'll wiſh you had done this Work, 
when you are upon a Death-bed, when all Endeavours will 


"Re 0" 


We ſhall there have no Opportunity to review the Actions 


of our Life paſt; there will be no repenting of our Sins, 


no believing in Chriſt, no making our Calling and Election 
ſure, no approaching the Throne of Grace, no praying for 
Pardon of our Sins. If we do not in this our Day conſſ ler 


the things that belong to our Peace, *twill be too late whey 


the Night comes. Don't we blame that Man who neglects 


the Care of his Health in time, or defers to make his Will, or 


to diſpatch ſuch Worldly Buſineſs as is neceſſary to be done, 


till he is ſurpriz'd by Death? And will we negle& doing that 


which is of far greater Conſequence to us, till, it may be, 
we are ſeiz d by a Temporal, and ſwallowed up by an Eter- 


be too late: Then you will be more ſenſible of the Neceſli- 


ty of it than you were in the Days of your Health and 
Strength, and you will fadly lay to Heart your paſt Neg- 


lets. Your Conſcience will call to Memory how many 
Opportunities you had of doing this Work, how many 
Warnings and Exhortations ye had to it; and then perhaps 


you will fay, with David, O ſpare me a little, that I may re- 
cover my Strength, before I go hence, and be no more ſeen. | 
He that is moſt negligent of it now, will think upon the | 
Work of another World, when he finds there is no longer 
a Poſſibility of ſtaying in this, and then his Mind is like the 


Troubled Sea that cannot reſt, His Fears, like the Rolling 


Waves, crowd one upon another, and nothing is able to ſtill } 


the Tempeſt of his Soul, which is diſtracted between the 
Fear of Eternity, and his Neglect in Times paſt to provide 


for it. 


1 dy to think they need but ſtep out of this World into the. 
next happy one ; and that as ſoon as they die, all the Joys MF 
1 of Heaven will be their own. And therefore, tho the 
Work is the leſs pleaſant Subject than the Reward ; yet! 
3 rather inſiſt upon it, leſt by miſtaking the one, we loſe tge 
illi WW other. Not but the Reward deſerves to be ſpoken of too: 
. For tis call'd an Eternal Weight of Glory; a Kingdom that 
3 cannot be moved; an Inheritance incorruptible, that fadeth 
g. W 7 away; a City that has Foundations, whoſe Builder and 
y WM {ter is God. There the Sun never goes down: There the 
SF Clouds threaten no Storm: There Pain and Miſery ceaſe; 3 
Ds all Tears are wiped away, and Death itſelf i ſwallowed up of 11 bf 
„ Victory. And ] dare fay, we ſhall not repine at the Work/, 
4 when we come to know what the Reward is. We ſhall have. 


ce, And now to draw my Diſcourſe towards a Conclu fon. N. 
00. Some of you, perhaps, will be ready to ack why inſiſt fo ll 
ns largely upon the Nature and Neceſſity of this Work, and 1 
5 do not rather encourage you with the Hopes of that bleſſed . 
on State, whither, we are perſwaded, our deceaſed Friends are 14 
or bone defore us + £1 eee 
Joy I Anſwer; The Work is what molt concerns us at pre- 111 
n ſent: Here lies the greateſt Difficulty 3 and if we do it well. 1 
95 no doubt but the Reward will come time enough, Were | | 
or largely to deſcribe the Joys of Heaven, and ſpeak but ſpa- . 
1 ringly of your Preparation for it, moſt Men would be rea- 18 
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je no reaſon to ſay that God is a Hard Maſter, but confeſs that 
r bheis the moſt Kind Father of his Children, the moſt Bun- 
je tiful Rewarder of his Creatures; and whatever he has com- 
: ' * = . . . nu 1 is 
8 manded us to do, he will reward us for it manifold. Thus "1 
; 4 0 —_— p | | - 5.4 © We 
[| | you ſee what mighty Gainers we are like to be, by our Dili- 1 
= gence in this Work. What can the World, which you la- 
e bour and toil for, offer you, that is any-way comparable to 


it? And yet, how often is the Work of our Souls neglect - 
ed, for the fake of this? as if Earthly Treaſures were better; pan 
5 than ll 


- * 


(14) 
than Heavenly ones ; as if all the Danger lay in loſing 
Things Temporal, and we cou'd well enough bear the loſs of 
Things Eternal. | a 
How ſtrongly may I now urge the Advice of the Text, 
upon every One that hears me, Whatſoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy night. Is it prudent, is it fate, to 
neglect the only Buſineſs of thy whole Life? Canſt thou be 
Happy at Laſt with thoſe poor Proviſions thou haſt made for 
thy Body, when thy Soul is altogether unprovided for? Ot 
thou conſider whither thou art going? to the Grave, where 
there is no Work, nor Device, nor Wiſdom, nor Knowledge. 
Art thou not afraid of entring itito ſuch a State, while thy 
Work is {till to be done? The State of Death, thou hear- 
eſt, is altogether unactive. That Body in Which thy Soul 


dwells, will there be reduced to Duſt and Rottenneſs. Thy 


brisk and active Spirit will fly away, and thy Soul will 


be fix d in an unchangeable State of Joy or Mifery, Eve- 


ry Moment of Time brings thee nearer to ſuch a Condi- 
tion, and the laſt of thy whole Life is at no great diſtance. 


[ Propoſe this ſerious Queſtion to thy ſelf; Is not thy Breath | 


in thy Noſtrils? thy Life a very uncertain thing? Art thou 
ſurer of any one thing, than of a Dying Hour? Is not this the 
way of all Fleſh? Then make haſte and be doing thy Work : 
Think what Preparation ſuch a wonderful Change as this re- 


quires you ſhould make for it. And now that we are all of 


us, I hope, heartily and ſincerely employ d in the Work that 
is here recommended, let me beſeech you to be mindful of it 
at other times, and not to forget this Diſcourſe, but to put 
in practiſe forthwith the great and important Advice at this 
time given, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 


might; for there is no'Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor 


| | Wiſdom in the Grave whither thou goeſt. 


Dur Deceaſed Brother, whoſe Remains are before us, did 


| very well perform this Wotk ; And Iknow it is now expected 


that 


A 


$48 25 
that 1 ſhould ſay ſomething of it, by giving 4 Gharacter MM 
of him. He liv'd among you ſeveral Years as a burning aud 0 
Hining Light : And I with to God I could ſay that his Ex- 
ample was obſerved, and his Life was an Epiſtle dili ently 
peruſed and read by you. I confeſs my ſelf unequal for the 
Subject I am now upon. To deſcribe him exactly, wou'd 
require a Vertue and Goodneſs like his own ; yet it being 
a Debt due to the Deceaſed, whoſe Vertues we are com- 
manded to have in remembrance; and to the Living, who 
may reap benefit by the Example of them ; I ſhall therefore 
endeavour to diſcharge my Duty to him and you, as far as 
my Memory and Unskilfulneſs in ſuch a Work will give 
me leave. 3 c , : NM 
I begin with his Piety to God. He was a conſtant Wor- 
ſhipper of him in Publick and Private. You know it was 
SS through his Means that you have for ſeveral Years had 
dhe benefit of Publick Prayers every Day in the Church, and 7 
- MW ofthe bleſſed Sacrament every Month. And I doubt not but 
WM feveral of you have receiv'd ſuch Spiritual Advantages to your 
Souls hereby, that while I am mentioning this, you are 
giving Thanks to God, for ſending ſo worthy a Perſon a?: 
mong you. His Labours in the Pulpit were conſtant while 
he had Strength, and many times beyond his Strength; for 
he was contented to ſpend and to be ſpent for you, that he 
might fimſh his courſe with joy. His Diſcourſes were Plain 
and Uſeful, fitted for the Needs and Capacities of his Hear- 
ers. All that hear me can bear witneſs, that he was a con- 
{tant and faithful Labourer in God's Vineyard: And if many 
of you have been unfruitful under ſuch a Guide, and ꝝnpro- 
table Servants while ye had one that fo faithfully told you 
jour Maſter's Will, there is none of his Diſcourſes but will 
riſe upon in Judgment againſt you hereafter. He took a great 
deal of Pains in training up the Youth of this Place in the 
Principles and Duties of Religion, ſetting aſide a portion of 
5-4 —.— time 


F . FiOS & 


#4 2 p 8 — . * 7 - 
Scone bat amd r . , rene" ear ie oy ne rr th 
-- 1 = 3 3 9 FI; 
. 5 6 N k 
> * 1 1 9 1 4 
. — 47 —_ „ * 4 dug 2b ce * 
* 7 — — * 22 < — — * 
A Y 2 b 3 I . 
— 21 * __ - 
— 1 * ; A £ 8 
= * . * R 


: 2 FRY. FR? 2 * — 1 
ä 5 F 3 NI — 
_ CE _ DIED oo ES IE TE oe ES, 
S ͤ ron 


K 
2 wk 5 
ene 

2 
n 

= 


_ — Es. 
f 2 
52; 


vw 
5 
— * 
—— 8 
D — 
2 > — 
2 
"ES 
* — 
4 * * 


=% . 
— a 24 


— _ 4 N 3 8 = 
— — 8 = —— 2 > l 
—— 252 * 8 * FR 
— N ä —— —— * , ä 
: — — N 2 d G = K 4 * ach | . , - 
— l PW þ f 4 1 a * 2 * A 
- 7 \ ; Py . — " * 
, * : * £ — * — — Set . — * EK A be 
WA RRESSETTY x = be; ö 5 : Ee ; ; a 9 — r 
1 6 ' — 4 4 . - 1 3 : : 2 — = SP : : £ A547 
N . > . 9 . : „ — — — * 
. Rag. a Se eye 3 | r 9 ; _- 
— CEC IS - 2 , — 3 nga 4 5 * abs - N a : 
3 : Sd 2 K — 
ww * . T3 >) 


*s 1.4, . 
time every Saturday in the Afternoon for Catechizing: And if an 
of you that are Parents have been wanting to fend your Children, 
1 muſt fay that you have ſliglited one of the moſt likely Means of 
their Salvation, and have reaſon to repent of your Neglect. And 
beſides the Expence of his own Labour, he was at the Charge of 
buying ſeveral Books, as Catechiſms, Books of Devotion, and Books 
explaining the Nature and enforcing the Duty of receiving the blelle( 
Sacrament, which he freely beſtow'd on ſuch as wanted them, and 
had not Money to buy them; and not contented with this, he got Sub- 
(criprions for erecting a Charity-School, that the Poor Children of 
this Place might be taught to Read, and inſtructed betimes in Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge; and to this he largely contributed himſelf; } 
recommend it to you that had an Eſteem for him, that you will not 
let this Charity die with him. 955 9 

He was very vigilant in Viſiting, Inſtructing, and Pray ing for the 


Sick. The Pooreft of you never wanted theſe Aſſiſtances from him, 


unleſs twere your own fault. He was ready to adminiſter all Spi- 
ritual Helps to all of you, in every Condition; and Temporal ones 
foo, giving liberally where he law there was Need: That notwith- 
ſanding ſo many of my Brethren hear me at this time, yet I muſt 
lay, that few, very few, come up to his Example. 

He was no leſs caretul of his Private than he was of his Publick 
Duty. His Cloſet, as it was the Place of his Retirement from the 
World, fo it was the Place of his freer acceſs and nearer intimacy 
with God. His Devotions were not protracted to a great length, 
but frequent; which, I ſuppoſe, was ſo contriv'd by him, on pur- 


_ Pole to prevent that Tediouſneſs of Spirit which muſt happen, 
when Nature is over-preſs d and tired by a too long and {ſerious 


Shphjeation. | : 
He kept in private a Regiſter of all ſuch Mercies as he receiv'd 
from God, (which I came accidentally to the knowledge of:) 


Theſe. I gueſs, at certain times he repeated to himſelf, to raiſe his 


Gratitude and Thankfulneſs to Him from whom every good and per- 


fed Gift cometh. 


He was a ſtrict Obſerver of the Lord's Day. For after he had 
finiſh'd his Duty in Publick, allowing only a ſhort Interval for 


refreſhing his wearied Body, he uſually employed that Time, 


Which others ſpend in idle Viſits and looſe Diſcourſes, in Reading 
to his Family out of The Whole Duty of Man, (for he KO, x 


himſelf within the ſtrict Bounds of Sobriety and Decency. | 
He had learnt in cvery Condition to be Content; and in thoſe 
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ſuch times, made uſe of any other Book) and in Praying wit 


them. 


: 1 . r 
Next, for his civil Behaviour. Every one that knew him muſt 


acknowledge that he was of an affable, courteous, and- obliging 
Temper. With a little abatement of the Expreſſion, it might be 
{1id of him, as the Scripture affirms of Moſes, He was Meek above 
all Men. He ſeldom engaged in Diſputes; and when he did, he 
behaved himſelf with ſo much Modeſty and Candour, that it might 
eaſily be perceiv'd that it was Truth alone that he contended for. 
dont know that upon any ſuch Occaſion, I ever ſaw him dif- 
cover any of that unchriſtian Warmth and Paſſion which Diſputes 
are uſually managed with at this Day. r. | 
He had learnt of his Saviour, when be was reviled, not to revile 
again + have heard him violently urg d and provoked, and treated 
with as much Scurrility as could be expected in an Age ſo infamous 
{or reflecting upon the Lives and Office of Clergymen, but heard 
no undecent or unguarded Expreſſion fall from him. 
Nie paid a due Reſpect to the Character and Reputation of others, 
and was an excellent Proficient in the Precept which is given by- 
the Apoſtle as the Rule ot Converſation, to /prok Evil of no Man. 


His Care was to treat the Credit and good Name of others, as 


one Chriſtian ſhould another. 


le was Obliging and Condeſcending in Things indifferent, and 


knew how to become all things to all Men; yet he was inflexible 
in whatever he believ'd was Matter of Duty. He would not 
ficrifice the Cuſtoms of the Church, which were lawfully com- 


manded by his Superiors, to Courteſy or Complaiſance, and 


therefore broke the Cuſtom which had prevail'd here, as well 
as in many other Places, of Adminiſtring Publick Baptiſm go 
Infants in Private Houſes; which ſome of you may think was 


1 Fault and Obſtinacy in him, bur J mention it to his Com- 


mendation. 3 
He would be Cheerful among his Neighbours, but confined 


ſeveral hard Providences which tried him, he was an excellent 
Pattern of Patience and Reſignation to the Will of God. ene 


And 
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as (13) 

eat ſhall I ay more of him? The time would fail we, 

pete 1 to enumerate and ſpeak to every ſingle Vertue with which 

= this precious Soul was adorn d. 

| - He was a bright Example of Piety and Goodneſs in every rela- 
tion, whether we conſider him as a Miniſter of Chriſt, a Husband, 

a Father, a Neighbour, to which 1 add, a Friend, which I had a 

ticular Experience and Happineſs of my ſelf. Tis true, his 

Love to his Children was not expreſſed in ſuch a fond Indulgence 

as that of many Parents : His Care was to train them up in things 

uſeful, eſpecially Religion and the Fear of God. He appear'd lit- 
tle ſolicitous to raiſe Fortunes for them, being perſiwaded that the 
beſt and moſt laſting Treaſures are thole laid up in Heaven, which 
neither Ruſt, nor Moth, nor Thief can corrupt or ſteal. He pro. 
vided a ſtock of Pious and Charitable Works; the Bleſſing of which 

God has promiſed ſhall deſcend upon the Children of a thouſand 

Generations. His Method was to lay aſide ſomething for the Poor, 

as God proſper'd him; and in his Study was a Box provided to 

receive it, on which was written, This is tbe Poor's Box : Then 
he waited for fit Objects, that he might beſtow his Alms prudently MW 

as well as piouſly; which in an Age of ſuch Diſſimulation re. 
quires a skilful Management. And notwithſtanding he had a Hand 
as well as a Heart excercis'd in Goodnels, that delighted to diſtri- 
bute and commmunicate ; yet there was found in the ſaid Box, 
after his Deceaſe, a Sum truly large, conſidering the narrowneſs MW 
22 Fortune, to be diſpos d of by his Executors in Acts of 

arity. 

1 all add, That he was as great an Inſtance of Primitive Chri- 
ſtianity and Example of the Power of Godlineſs in ſuch a private 
Station, as I believe, without Flatery, this Age has produc'd. 

I am ſenſible I have ſaid a great deal too little of him; yet could 
he hear me, ſuch was his Modeſty, he would think the leaſt 1 have 
ſaid too much. - 

S As he liv'd belov'd, ſo he dy'd lamented. There need no Ex- 
preſſions of Tenderneſs to move your Pity and Regret. You are, ! 
dare ſay, too ſenſible of your Loſs, to need any thing artificial to 
help forward your Grief. Methinks I fee in moſt of your Coun- 
tenances the Marks of your inward Sorrow and Eſteem toward 
E your deceaſed Paſtor: Which is almoſt an Infallible Argument of 
2 Perſon's Worth and Uſefulneſs to the World, A bad Man may 
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inch a one dies, how few, except his own Relations, will be ſorry 
hi for him? becaule he is a Lols but to very few. But when a full 
* Religious, and Charitable Man is call'd out of the World, the Lots 


_ is general, and utually proſecuted with a general Sorrow and Lamen- 

"3 WM tion. He is a Loſs ro the Church of God, a Loſs to his Neigh- 

lit. hours, a Loſs to his Relations, a Loſs to the Poor, and a Loſs to his 

the WW Country. And ſuch a Loſs we have ſuſtain d; a Righteous and Good 

ich WW Man is taken away from us, and from the Evil to come; and the 

74 Oecaſion is too Mournful, not to conſider it and lay it to Heant.. x 
ich worthy Member of our Church is gone; One that d id defend it by ar 
a the beſt and moſt prevailing Argument, a Practice ſuitable to it; 1 
or, One that prayed and lived for it. e 5 | 

0 But whilſt we bewail ourſelves, and lament the Providence that 

10 has ſo early deprived us of him, for our Sins, let us fer Bounds to 

7 = our Grief, leſt at the fame time we ſeem to envy his Felicity. He 

* gone from Sorrow to Everlaſting Rejoycing; from the Society af 

nd | Men, ro converſe with Angels. He has left a weak and fickly Body, 

is to enjoy eternal Health; for God had prov'd him, and found him 

8 wet for himſelf. In the ſight of the Unwiſe he ſeemed to die; und 

5 his going from us, to be utter Deſtruction: but he is in Peace. Let 

0! WM ticle that are his Relations ceaſe their Tears for him, for he needs 

. WW them not. He is now with God, and the Souls of juſt Men 

A | wade perfect, and is one of the number of them. Let us rather 

e fiudy how to follow him, than lament that he is (untimely alone 

4 to us) gone before. Don't conſider and think of him as one that 

a 15 Dead, nor be ſorry for him as Men that have no Hope. He is 

© IM cone to that Happy Place, where God, before this time, has wiped 

| awry all Tears from bis Eyes, has put away all Grief and Sadneſs 

[ Jrom his Heart, and has given bim a new Song to ſing, even a lhankſ- 

: &rving to our Gol. CEP Fe DF. 


Let me, before 1 conclude, perſwade you that have been his 

Hearers, to confider the End of his Converſat on; conſider the Rea- 
R lon that God ſent ſo worthy and excellent a Perſon among you; 
| Temember his Example, by which being Dead he yer ſpeakech z, Mi 
1 +» remember nnd 
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- Rem nber the Advice he gave you from this Place, and put it 


|  forthwith-in,Praftice, which will beſt ſupply your Loſs of him, 

i Lou ilk no more, for ever, hear him {peaking to you as he former i 

ST ly did; luſtrutting, Exhorting, Reproving, and Comforting you, 

| He is now gone to give an Account of his Labours for you, as every 
one at you muſt ſhortly of your profiting under his Miniſtry. May | 


itt pleate-God that both of you may do it with Joy and not with 
* Grief. Happy, thrice happy both he and you, if, when he is call- 
ae bythe Righteous Judge, at the laſt Day, he can anſwer and ſay, M 
bald here Lam, O Lord, and the People whom thou haſt committed 
nn Charge: Here I bring and preſent them before thee, acknow-M 
ledging thy Grace and Providence which bleſſed my Labours, and nadel 
them inſtrumental to the Salvation of theſe Souls : You will anfiver MW 
It was, O Lord, by the faithful Pains and Diligence of this Perſon Ml 
that we were inſtrutted to thy Kingdom: Bleſſed and Ador'd be ty 
Great and Holy Name, that ſent us ſuch a Guide, and Grace to pur- 
ſue thoſe Directions he gave, to arrive to this Kingdom and Glory. if 


To Conclude: As his Soul is precious in the Eyes of God, ſo let 
his Memory ever be amongſt us. Let us that ſurvive, by Patience, 
Faith, and Charity be Followers of him, and ſuch others as do 
inherit the Promiſes. May we all, by a -vertuous and holy Life, 

provide againſt the approach of inevitable Death; that when the 
aſt Hour is come which will call us from the World, we may be 
embraced by Angels, acknowledged by Chriſt who died for us, andi 
received into the Kingdom of his Father, 4 M EN. LL. 
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